[Genetic background of isolated forms of congenital malformations of the hand].
Congenital hand malformations comprise a clinically and etiologically heterogeneous group of developmental anomalies. They may occur as an isolated trait or be a part of a syndrome. In recent years, enormous progress in revealing the molecular background of congenital hand anomalies has been made. It proved helpful for better understanding of function of the genes responsible for embroynic limb development in humans. This review presents a classification of hand malformations, which takes into account not only differences of anatomic and morphological origin, but also distinct genetic background. Since there is an abundance of syndromes with congenital hand anomalies, the paper is focused mainly on the non-syndromic hand malformations and their genetic etiology.